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hud a sufficiently keen eye to notice the appearance on the
historical sU^e of ;t powerful wal, who was numerically
superior to both aiul possessed the advantage of having
nothing to lose. No sooner did this hitherto unnoticed class,
the proletariat, appnuuh the pie thun it began to roar like
a boast which stops at nothing to devour its prey.
Anticipatinjj upon the course of events, I may say that
when the nnhility ami the bourgeoisie beheld the beast,they
begun to fall back, or rather face to the right  Suvorin,the
head of AVrovf* /YrwviJ, who three years before had pro-
phesied the coining of the "spring" anil rejoiced in relishing
its fragrances in advance, turned Into a charlatan shouting
every day at the top of his voice:   UI want a constitution,
but for the good of Russia all should be done in accord-
ance with the will of Hi* Majesty and of us, who have in-
comes of a hundred thousand rubles/7   In a word, fora
hundred years the nobility had dreamed of a constitution,
but for itself alone.   When they discovered that the con-
stitution could by no means be a noblemen's constitution,
they embraced the political fnith of scoundrels like Dubro-
vin, PurUhkevieh, and other Black I hmdred leaders,
I have already told how the alicnsr-and in the empire
35 per cent, of the population consists of non-Russians,-
seeing this great upheaval, lifted their heads and decided
that the time was ripe for the realization of their dreams
and desires.   The Poles wanted autonomy, the Jews^ equal
rights, etc.; and all of them longed for the annihilation of
the system of deliberate oppression which embittered their
existence. To cap the climax, the army was in an ugly mood,
Discipline had been undermined and morale shaken by the
terrible defeats of the war, which the soldiers blamed on the
Government, and justly so-   Besides, there was a great deal
of trouble about demobilization,    Due to the enormous
demands of the war in the east, the military forces in Euro-
pean Russia had been reduced to a minimum, so that when